
Next Steps 2026



WHAT ARE 
THE 
OPTIONS…

Higher Education

Sponsored Degrees

Art and Design Foundation courses

College

Study Abroad

Apprenticeships

Gap Years



“GAP” YEARS

• What will you do with a “GAP YEAR”?

• DEFERRED ENTRY

• EARN

• TRAVEL

• SEASONAL WORK

• SUMMER CAMPS

• VOLUNTEER

• COURSES

• EXPEDITIONS

• WORK PLACEMENT

Yipiyap - Inspiring Young People
Gap Year & Adventure Travel Experts for 18-30's | Gap 360
Home - UmPhafa
Operation Wallacea | Conservation Research Expeditions (opwall.com)

https://www.yipiyap.co.uk/
https://www.yipiyap.co.uk/
https://www.yipiyap.co.uk/
https://www.gap360.com/
https://www.gap360.com/
https://www.gap360.com/
https://www.umphafa.org/
https://www.umphafa.org/
https://www.umphafa.org/
https://www.opwall.com/


APPRENTICESHIPS

• Earn while you learn

• Work based and also study for nationally recognised qualifications

• Level 1, 2, 3 – Accessed post GCSE (although sometimes a level 3 is 
appropriate post A level as long as it has a progression route)

• Level 4, 5, 6, 7 (Higher, Degree) – Accessed post Level 3/A Level





Apprenticeships



APPRENTICESHIPS

• No set application time, or deadline

• National/international – Often earlier in Year 13

• Local/regional – Often from January of Y13 onwards

• Application procedure varies – Letter/CV, interview, 
staged testing

• Being ready - Produce a CV - Create a covering letter

• Research

• Individual websites

• Gov.UK – Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• UCAS - UCAS | At the heart of connecting people to 
higher education

• Direct - Apprenticeships - Early Careers - United Kingdom 
(siemens.com)

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.siemens.com/uk/en/company/jobs/search-careers/apprenticeships.html?linkId=300000000242931
https://www.siemens.com/uk/en/company/jobs/search-careers/apprenticeships.html?linkId=300000000242931
https://www.siemens.com/uk/en/company/jobs/search-careers/apprenticeships.html?linkId=300000000242931
https://www.siemens.com/uk/en/company/jobs/search-careers/apprenticeships.html?linkId=300000000242931
https://www.siemens.com/uk/en/company/jobs/search-careers/apprenticeships.html?linkId=300000000242931
https://www.siemens.com/uk/en/company/jobs/search-careers/apprenticeships.html?linkId=300000000242931


FURTHER 
EDUCATION

• Local route

• Often vocational in 
nature

• HNC → HND → Degree

• Cheaper!



ART AND DESIGN 
FOUNDATION COURSES

• Intensive One Year courses at a 
local college

• Builds your portfolio

• Prepares you for Higher 
Education

• No fees, no student loans

• Apply directly to the 
establishment in January of 
Year 13

• You may need to present a 
portfolio



STUDY ABROAD





HIGHER 
EDUCATION

• My career route demands further 
study

• I want to move away from home and 
Driffield

• I want to be even more independent

• There is a great social life

• I’ll get a chance to meet a wider range 
of like-minded people

• I’m not ready to get a job

• I don’t know what I want to do yet

• I want to study a subject I really enjoy



Where to go and 
what to do?

Decision 1

• Home or away

• Away (1-3) hours or really away 
(Exeter!)

• City University? Town? Rural?

• Campus? City? Size?

Decision 2

• Could I live here for 2-4 (or more) 
years?

• Does it offer the right opportunities?

• There are 500+ institutions



Where to go and what to do?
Decision 3

• Which subject ? Following on from A level?

• Something new? Anthropology; Gambling Studies; Wine studies; Cybernetics; 
Horse Studies (they all exist!).

• What are the offers like?

• Can I fulfil their entry requirements?

• Reputations; Ratings; and League Tables (use the Guardian League table online)?

• What do Graduates do? What do graduates do? 2024/25 | Luminate

• What are the assessment methods?

• Degrees – Honours/Foundation/sandwich

https://luminate.prospects.ac.uk/what-do-graduates-do


How competitive are 
courses?

• Some are extremely competitive -
Oxbridge, Medicine, certain 

institutions like 
London School of Economics

• Often courses with placement 
requirements are also 
competitive - nursing, social 
work, primary education

• The majority of courses each 
year, don't fill and as such are 
less competitive



Testing and interviews

• Some courses require aptitude 
tests/entrance exams

Eg - UCAT, LNAT, MAT

• Some courses require an 
interview

Medicine/Oxbridge
Public facing courses/careers
Generic subject interviews



The application process - 
Support

• Research, open days

• Preparation for application and making 
choices

• Completion of application

• Entrance exams

• Dealing with replies

• Interviews

• Student finance

• Results day and getting a place



Research

• Institution and course 
analysis

• New course?

• Entrance Requirements

• Bursary/scholarship 
opportunities

• Type of learning

• Costs

• Graduate Employment

• Quality

• Year out? (To defer or not to 
defer?)



Undergraduate | UCAS

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate


UCAS Tariff



Work undertaken 
in the summer 
term

• Long Listing: May - July

• Beginning the personal 
statement

• Working on your reference

• Visiting university 
campuses

• Short listing – places and 
courses: Aug – Oct



Applications - The 
school role

• Apply 2026 already open

• Monitoring progress

• Monitoring quality

• Helping to write 
the personal statement

• Preparing an academic 
reference

• Interview Preparation (Oct 
– March)

• Ensuring it’s all done on 
time (Oct 15th/ End of 
December)



Dealing with 
replies

• Arrive from October onwards. 
Most in by 31st March

• Rejection

• Conditional Offers

• Unconditional Offers

• Firm and Insurance Offers  - 
June

• UCAS Extra/5th choice



Results day

• Celebrate

• Clearing – Open 
until September

• Adjustment

• Accommodation

• Visit IKEA



What should you be doing now?

• Research – now

• Institution and Course Analysis - now

• Making a list of possible areas of study – UCAS; Discussion with teachers, family, 
friends - now

• Making a list of possible Institutions - now

• Check if you need an admissions test for your institution - now

• Having a long list - summer holidays

• Visiting Open Days and Cities – between now and Y13 October half-term

• Preparing the Personal Statement in draft - between now and Y13 October half-term

• Look for relevant work experience etc that may help applications - now



What does the application 
comprise?

• Personal details

• Additional information

• Choices

• Education

• Employment

• Personal statement

• Reference

• Predicted grades



Making 
your choice
• Up to 5 choices

• Why should I choose 
4?

• Why choose so many?

• Can I choose 1?

• There’s a long way to 
go before results!! 
Make sure there is a 
RANGE



Personal statement
• 4000 characters (including spaces)

• Only one gets sent off

• Key words

• Draft, re-draft, re-draft

• Take advice

• Samples – School system and Internet

• Plagiarism

• 70/30 get the balance right

• Not a list of what you’ve done

• “Ever since I was young I wanted to be an 
engineer”



School 
reference

• Written by your subjects staff 
and form tutor

• Will carry “PREDICTED 
GRADES”

• Will generally have a comment 
about any subject you did at 
exam

• An opportunity to 
negotiate on content

• Will be positive – all go through 
me



Support material
Next Steps 2026.pdf

https://theeducationalliance-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/pip_warcup_driffieldschool_org_uk/IQC-TdV4smtiRab_Cbl1GKavAbI22rqqJll9zrGmuu494nU




Student 
Finance 
2026



Package of support for 2025/26 for Full Time Study.

Tuition fee loan Maintenance (student) 
loan = Living cost loan

National Scholarship 
Programme



Sandwich course or study 
abroad – often reduced fee

£9535*



You don't have to take 
every loan, or all of it



Household income – Total earnings of the responsible adults in 
the home the student is registered at.
Taken from the previous tax year (ending April 2025)
Current income assessment available
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