
C O R N E R S T O N E SC O R N E R S T O N E S

To ensure students understand the

benefits of looking after their mental

and physical health

To promote equality and diversity

and respect difference
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R E S P E C T  -  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

To provide opportunities for

students to access and remember

for a lifetime

To raise aspirations to achieve

personal excellence



It is a huge honour to be Head of Bronte. It has been an ambition of mine to become a Head of House ever
since I became a teacher. As someone who lives in Driffield and a former student of Driffield School, I know
the importance and the impact that a great school can have on individuals and the local community.

I owe a lot to my former teachers (some of whom are now my colleagues) for the time invested in me as a
student, and to the school as a whole for the experiences and opportunities that I had whilst a student. It is my
hope that I can instil the same belief in our students that my teachers did for me.

I believe this is a really exciting time to join the pastoral team and I'm looking forward to playing my part in
helping our students navigate their way through the happy and (sometimes) challenging part of their teenage
years.

My door will always be open to you, unless you support Liverpool or Man City, then you can go see Mr
McDonald.

I look forward to seeing you around school.

SPOTLIGHT ON...
MR JENKINSON - HEAD OF BRONTE HOUSE



ONE DRIFFIELD

The Year 11 Prom will be taking place at the Lazaat Hotel in Cottingham on Thursday 10th
July! This is a fantastic occasion in the school calendar and an opportunity for our fantastic
students to celebrate! We have already spoken to the students about the prom and are
enjoying hearing their ideas for the night!

All students have been made aware that attendance at the school prom is a privilege and, in
order to be eligible to attend, students are expected to have a good behaviour record, good
attendance at school and have engaged well in lessons.

We look forward to an excellent event on Thursday 10 July. If you
have any questions about the school prom please do not hesitate
to contact the pastoral team at office@driffieldschool.org.uk



Attendance to school really does count.  To help students recognise the importance of
great school attendance we are launching our February Feast attendance campaign.
Students who have 100% attendance in February will be entered into a prize draw to win the
chance to be part of a group of students who will get Dominoes pizza on the last day in
February (Friday 28).
 

In December, we ran our Remember December campaign.  Students won tickets for each
week they were present in December, which were then entered into a prize draw. Each
week, over 800 students won tickets and were entered into the draw.  On the last day of
term, we live-streamed our prize draw to classrooms, revealing the student from each year
group who had won a chocolate gift box, as well as one student from KS3 and one student
from KS4 who had also won a £25 Amazon voucher.

The year group winners of the chocolate gift were:
Isabel Moulds – Year 7
Reuben Bentley – Year 8
Isla Hartley – Year 9
Sebastian Daniels – Year 10
Megan Botterill – Year 11

 
The winners of the Amazon vouchers were:

Joseph Buckley – Year 7
Archie Gibson – Year 10

ONE DRIFFIELD
BE HERE - FEBRUARY FEAST
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This half term we are welcoming The Road Safety team from
Humberside Fire and Rescue into Driffield School. They will
be delivering assemblies to all students explaining the
importance of driver and passenger safety. Students will
develop this knowledge further when they study this topic in
APEX in the next half term. They will look at the impact of
phones, alcohol and driving in a dangerous manner when
behind the wheel.

What will pupils be studying in APEX this half term?
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Year 7:
Relationships
Students will learn about different
relationships and how to communicate
effectively and positively within these.
This unit has a heavy emphasis on
positive relationships.

Year 8:
Relationships
Students will learn about the
importance of consent in all types of
relationships. They will discuss stigmas
and pressures surrounding this unit.

Year 9:
Relationships
Students will learn about the
importance of consent and safety in all
types of relationships. They will learn
how and where to access support if they
are in a situation that is unsafe.

Year 10:
APEX: Healthy Living
Students will learn how to take care of
their own health and well-being. This
unit will focus on alcohol and binge
drinking, drug abuse and self-harm.

RS: Harm no living thing
Students explore religious and non-
religious views about animal rights,
whether we should be stewards of the
earth and why some people choose to
be vegan and vegetarian.

Year 11:
APEX: Relationships
Students will further develop their
knowledge on how to stay safe in
relationships as well as choices around
pregnancy and parenting.

RS: Are Religious Laws Outdated?
Students develop their ‘worldview’ by
understanding whether men and
women are equal in religion, reflect on
whether LGBTQIA+ individuals are equal
in religion and how wearing the hijab is a
choice for Muslim women.

Upcoming Events in APEX this half term

Throughout last year several groups of Year 7 pupils visited
the sixth form at Kingsmill School. They explored the
classrooms and worked alongside Kingsmill staff to
understand the daily routines and day to day life of the
students. They worked in groups and took part in activities
that gave them an insight into how a disability affects a
person’s everyday life. We are fortunate to be continuing this
relationship with Kingsmill School and will be working with
them again with our current Year 7 cohort. Students will be
visiting the Kingsmill building on our site during APEX
lessons throughout this half term.



Hello, my name is Alice Hickey, and I am thrilled to join the school as your new
Attendance Improvement Officer. As a former student of this school, it's incredibly special

for me to return and be a part of a community that has meant so much to me.

In my role, I'll be focusing on helping students and families understand just how important
regular attendance is. I truly believe that consistent attendance lays the foundation for
future success - whether that's in school, work or life in general. My goal is to support

students in overcoming any challenges they face in getting to school and to help them
see how every school day contributes to their aspirations.

I'm excited to meet you all! Let's work together to make attendance a priority and set all
students up for a bright future!

SPOTLIGHT ON...
ALICE HICKEY - ATTENDANCE IMPROVEMENT OFFICER





A useful podcast about ‘What parents
need to know to about TikTok’ can be

found using this link

SPOTLIGHT ON...
SOCIAL MEDIA - TIKTOK

https://nationalcollege.com/podcasts/what-parents-and-educators-need-to-know-about-tiktok
https://nationalcollege.com/podcasts/what-parents-and-educators-need-to-know-about-tiktok
https://nationalcollege.com/podcasts/what-parents-and-educators-need-to-know-about-tiktok
https://nationalcollege.com/podcasts/what-parents-and-educators-need-to-know-about-tiktok


We’re entering an exciting time of year as our Year 11 and Year 13 students prepare for their next
steps. With National Apprenticeship Week taking place from 10th–16th February, there are plenty
of opportunities for students to explore different career paths and plan for their futures.

Year 11: Planning for the Future

This is a busy period for our Year 11 students as they attend taster days and open evenings to help
them decide on their next steps. We encourage all students to research and visit their potential
destinations to ensure they are choosing the right courses to match their interests and future
ambitions.

It’s important that students check the entry requirements for their chosen courses, as some
subjects—such as Maths, Sciences, and Psychology at A-level, as well as certain T-levels—have
specific grade expectations. Additionally, students who do not achieve a Grade 4 or above in
Maths or English will need to continue studying these subjects at college, Sixth Form, or alongside
an apprenticeship.

One-to-One Careers Appointments

Every Year 11 student will have a personal appointment with Holly Robinson, our Careers Advisor.
These sessions are a valuable opportunity to discuss future plans, explore career pathways, and
receive expert guidance on the next steps.

Appointments are scheduled through the form programme, and students can also drop in to see
Holly during break and lunchtime from Monday to Thursday in her office next to West Canteen.

CAREERS 



Upcoming Open Events

Attending open events is a great way for students to experience different learning environments
and make informed decisions about their future. We encourage families to book onto these
events in advance via www.logonmoveon.co.uk.

Bishop Burton College – 8th February & 29th March
York College – 10th February
HETA – 17th February
Hull College – 25th February

Choosing the right next step is a big decision, and we encourage families to explore options
together. It’s important to consider both academic and pastoral support, as well as practical
aspects such as travel arrangements and attendance expectations.

Exciting STEM Partnership with BAE Systems

We are thrilled to have been selected as one of five schools to work with BAE Systems and Create
Education on an innovative STEM and digital skills programme. As part of this partnership, the
school will receive a Bambu Lab X1 Carbon Combo 3D printer, which will be integrated into our
Year 8 curriculum.

Three of our Design Technology staff will receive specialist training at BAE Systems’ site in Brough
to ensure they can make full use of this cutting-edge technology. This opportunity will give
students hands-on experience with 3D printing, developing skills that will be invaluable in the
workplace.

A huge thank you to BAE Systems for funding the training and donating the 3D printer—this will
bring long-lasting benefits to our students.

National Apprenticeship Week (10th–15th February)

We have a fantastic range of events planned for National Apprenticeship Week to help students
explore apprenticeship pathways and understand the exciting opportunities available.

CAREERS 



NYBEP Apprenticeship Talks for Year 10

We’re delighted to welcome NYBEP into school to introduce our Year 10 students to
apprenticeships. These talks will explain how apprenticeships combine earning and learning,
offering a valuable alternative to traditional education routes. We encourage students to explore
further at www.apprenticeships.gov.uk.

Sixth Form Talks with Tim Pick MBE

BAE Systems & RAF STEM Roadshow

Our Year 7 and 8 students will take part in an interactive STEM event funded by BAE Systems, with
this year’s focus being Artificial Intelligence (AI). Students will explore how AI is revolutionising
different industries and shaping the future of technology.

Opportunities for High-Achieving Students

Talks with King’s College, Cambridge

We are committed to supporting our highest-achieving students in reaching their full potential.
Our Oxbridge Group at Sixth Form helps students prepare for the academic rigour of studying at
Oxford or Cambridge.

This term, we will be hosting a talk from King’s College, Cambridge, where students will learn
about study opportunities, enrichment activities, and the support available to help them succeed.

According to the Complete University Guide, Cambridge is currently ranked the number one  
university in the UK—this is a fantastic chance for students to gain insight into applying to one of
the world’s top institutions.

CAREERS 

We’re excited to welcome back former student Tim
Pick MBE, who has had a hugely successful career in
the offshore wind industry. Tim studied at Pembroke
College, Oxford and was awarded an MBE in 2023 for
his contributions to energy security and offshore wind
development.

With over 25 years’ experience working internationally
in major law firms and advising on large-scale energy
projects, Tim will share insights into career opportunities
in law, renewable energy, and global industries. His
journey is truly inspiring, and we look forward to hearing
his advice for students aiming for high-level careers.



Nestlé Apprenticeship Workshop (10th February)

We are delighted to offer students the chance to participate in an apprenticeship workshop led by
Nestlé. This workshop is open to Year 10, 11, 12, and 13 students and will be an excellent
opportunity to gain first-hand insights into apprenticeship routes.

Four Nestlé employees, including three current apprentices and one former apprentice (who is
also an ex-Driffield student), will share their experiences. The workshop will cover:

How to find the right apprenticeship

 Application tips and guidance

Interview preparation and mock interview practice

With degree apprenticeships becoming increasingly popular, this is a fantastic opportunity for
students to explore alternative pathways into successful careers.

Workshop Schedule (ACE 1 & 2):

Year 10:  9:05 am–10:10 am

Year 12 & 13:  11:35 am–12:35 pm

Year 11:   12.25 pm-13.35 pm

Students must be booked onto the event in advance.

Support for Parents & Carers

We understand that navigating careers and apprenticeship options can be complex. The Amazing
Apprenticeships website provides excellent resources for parents and carers to support their
child’s decision-making.

📌 Visit: www.amazingapprenticeships.com/zones/parent

For video insights from real apprentices across different industries, check out BBC Bitesize
Careers:

📌 Careers - BBC Bitesize

CAREERS 

http://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/zones/parent
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers





